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‘The Largest and Most Fashionable Assortment”: a c. 1840 Stand and the
Furniture and Feather Warehouse of John G. Creagh

HD 2017.23 is at first glance a rather diminutive and unassuming stand to the
modern eye. The overall impression of this object is one of usefulness: two drawers to store
belongings, and a flat surface on which to place various items, accompanied by understated
and uncomplicated ornamentation. One must only open the lower drawer to find the
details of this stand that allude to the beginnings of its life in John G. Creagh’s Springfield
furniture warehouse, as well as the tastes and shopping experience of its original owners. A
closer investigation of this piece reveals a connection to larger concepts of style and
fashionability, as well as the changing landscape of commerce in mid nineteenth-century
America.

The overall form of this stand demonstrates the subtle elegance of the American
Empire style, drawing inspiration from the classical world. This classical influence is hinted
at in the turned ribs at the top of the legs, which if the leg is taken as a column of sorts,
serves as an abstraction of a capital. These gently swelling legs were likely turned on a
lathe, an inexpensive and easy way to add details such as the ribs and bowling pin-like feet.
This piece is somewhat more restrained and whimsical compared to some examples of the
American Empire style, which frequently features details such as hairy paw feet and more
overtly classical imagery.! The front of this stand is decorated with an eye to refinement

and restraint. The front of the stand, as well as the drawer fronts, are decorated with a

1 Louise Ade Boger, The Complete Guide to Furniture Styles (New York: Charles Scribner's
Sons, 1969). 362.
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mahogany veneer, with the rest of the piece stained to match. At the time this stand was
made, a taste for mahogany had dominated fashionable American furniture for over fifty
years. The use of veneer on the drawer fronts of a relatively plain and simple stand speaks
to the technological innovations of the nineteenth century that enabled veneers of
expensive and exotic woods to be produced with greater economy and ease than before.2
The veneer applied to this piece is highly figured, aligned so that the pattern of the grain
continues across both drawers. Figured veneered had grown to replace carving as the
primary mode of decoration for furniture in the early nineteenth century and serves as the
main ornament of this stand.3

The bottoms of the legs display significant patterns of wear, far more than the single
original back leg, possibly from repeated bumps and brushes with years’ worth of errant
feet.* There are several large chips in the base of both legs, and there are numerous
scratches of various depths, many darkened with age. It is interesting to note that the legs
are made of basswood, an American hardwood that is not known for its sturdiness and
resistance to wear and decay.> This choice in wood may account for concentration and

severity of wear to the base of the legs. The well-worn drawer pulls, smooth with a well-

developed patina from over a century of hands, are made of solid mahogany to match the

2 Oscar P. Fitzgerald, American Furniture: 1650 to the Present (Lanham: Rowman &
Littlefield, 2018). 134.

3 Ibid.

4The proper left rear leg has been replaced and stained to match the rest of the piece

5 R. Bruce Hoadley, Understanding Wood: A Craftsmans Guide to Wood Technology (Newton,
CT: Taunton., 1980). 36 ; wood identified by Bruce Hoadley; “Curator Worksheet” in object
file of Stand, c. 1840, 28 in x 20 in x 17 3/4 in., Historic Deerfield Inc., HD 2017.13
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veneer. The yellow-poplar top of this stand shows similar evidence of use, with some
cracking, and chipping at the front edge.®

When the drawers are opened and removed from the stand, one can begin to
unravel the story of John G. Creagh and his warehouse. The case of the stand is glued and
nailed together, with evidence of at least two eras of glue application and nails, judging by
the yellowing of the glue and the shininess of the nails. The drawers are constructed from
four pieces of wood, attached by dovetails at the front and back. The drawer sides are
yellow-poplar, while the fronts concealed by the veneer are white pine.” The dovetails at
the front of the drawers are executed with a fineness that indicates a higher level of
cabinetmaking skill on the part of the craftsman. The dovetails at the back of the drawers
are somewhat less fine, perhaps because of how infrequently they would be seen. The
dovetail construction used throughout yields a very sturdy set of drawers, free of any
structural nails or glue. The insides and sides of the drawers are left unfinished, while the
character of the assortment of woods used to construct the stand is concealed by the
reddish varnish that colors the piece. The diversity of wood matters little in terms of
aesthetics when each piece is stained to match, demonstrating a prioritization of the
external appearance of the piece.

The lower drawer contains a yellowed printed label pasted to the bottom of the

drawer. This label reads:

6 Wood identified by Bruce Hoadley; “Curator Worksheet” in object file of Stand, c. 1840, 28
inx 20in x 17 3/4 in., Historic Deerfield Inc., HD 2017.13
7 Wood identified by Bruce Hoadley; Ibid.
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JOHN G. CREAGH
WHOLESALE AND RETAIL DEALER IN
CABINET FURNITURE,
CHAIRS, LOOKING GLASSES’
MATTRESS FEATHERS, &.
NOS. 5 AND 6, FOUNTAIN ROW,
MAIN STREET--- OPPOSITE THE HAMPDEN HOUSE

From this label, we can infer that like many of the other large furniture warehouses that
arose during this period, Creagh was selling furniture possibly made by both himself and
others.8 In the Springfield Republican, Creagh does advertise “furniture, chairs, and looking
glasses”, as well as “live geese feathers” at his shop in nos. 5 and 6, Fountain Row.? Further
investigation into the record of Creagh and his business in the newspaper reveals that he
was previously partnered with a Mr. Calvin Hunter at one point in 1840, a partnership
which was “dissolved by mutual consent” in May of 1840, causing him to move to the
location in Fountain Street.10 This change in location is reflected in the label in this piece,
dating the stand to 1840 at the earliest. This date is further supported by an unrelated
receipt from Creagh’s warehouse (HD 2018.1), which bears the address in Fountain Street.
An earlier advertisement from March of 1839 declares “better times since the fire”.11 This
advertisement marks the reopening of Creagh'’s earlier warehouse on Main Street that

burned in November of 1838. In the account of the fire, Creagh is described as a

8 Fitzgerald, American Furniture, 136.

9 Springfield Republican, October 3, 1840, accessed July 3, 2018, America's Historical
Newspapers.

10 Springfield Republican, May 2, 1840. Accessed July 3, 2018. America's Historical
Newspapers.

11 Springfield Republican, March 9, 1839. Accessed July 3, 2018. America's Historical
Newspapers.
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cabinetmaker, and it is noted that he lost tools in the conflagration.12 It is impossible to
know if this stand was made by Creagh or another cabinetmaker, but it is clear from the
presence of his label that he stood by its quality and fashionability, attributes highlighted in
his advertisements.13

With the ability to trace such a rich history of the seller through the label found in
this stand, as well as the receipt in Historic Deerfield’s collection, this piece can be
interpreted in a variety of exhibition contexts relating to the landscape of commerce,
shopping and fashionability in the late Federal period. Creagh’s own story serves as an
excellent example of the rapidly changing commercial environments enabled by
technological and infrastructural advances in the movement of goods across larger
geographic areas. After the reopening of his warehouse and dissolution of his partnership
with Calvin Hunter, Creagh appears to begin his new business venture optimistically,
advertising both quality and competitive prices, as well as his new stock of goose
feathers.1* However, by December of 1840, Creagh seeks subscribers to the tune of “a few

hundred dollars”, promising the consumer that they will “get their money’s worth” if they

assist in liquidating what would appear to be an excess of stock.1> In January of 1841, under

12 Springfield Republican, November 17, 1838. Accessed July 3, 2018. America's Historical
Newspapers.

13 Springfield Republican, March 9, 1839. Accessed July 3, 2018. America's Historical
Newspapers.

14 Springfield Republican, October 3, 1840. Accessed July 3, 2018. America's Historical
Newspapers.

15 Springfield Republican, December 19, 1840. Accessed July 3, 2018. America's Historical
Newspapers.
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the heading of “hard times”, Creagh calls for a settling of accounts.1¢ By May of the same
year, he advertises his wares a “cheaper than ever” stressing the variety of his stock and its
low price. He also notes the availability of coffins at his warehouse, a notably steady stream
of income for a cabinetmaker.1” However, all these notices to public of the bargains to be
had seem to have been distributed in vain, as in January of 1842, Creagh offers his store in
Fountain Row, with “possession given immediately” to the new tenant.18
Creagh’s story and this stand could be used in a number of exhibitions, including:

e The warehouse shopping experience in the mid-nineteenth century

¢ Refinement and fashionability for the price-conscious middle class

e The landscape of commerce in late Federal Springfield, MA

e Vernacular examples of Late Empire furniture
A promising concept from this list of possible exhibit themes is the experience of
warehouse shopping in the mid-nineteenth century. The objects used in such an exhibit
could be determined through the examination of warehouse advertisements like Creagh'’s,
assembled with duplicates and variety among groups of objects. Objects could be arranged
in such a way to appeal to a shopper, rather than for artistic appreciation. The atmosphere
could be enhanced through the use of props such as crates and packing materials, as well as

large displays of newspaper ads used in the curation of the exhibit. This exhibit would

show the modern viewer the availability of goods in regional urban centers, and could

16 Springfield Republican, January 16, 1841. Accessed July 3, 2018. America's Historical
Newspapers

17 Springfield Republican, May 29, 1841. Accessed July 3, 2018. America's Historical
Newspapers.

18 Springfield Republican, January 22, 1842. Accessed July 3, 2018. America's Historical
Newspapers.
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provide numerous opportunities to interpret the larger technological advances and
infrastructure developments that allow for the rapidly moving and competitive commercial
landscape that Creagh participated in and ultimately failed in. This exhibit would also allow
a focus on more mundane, middle class objects, and provide visitors with a point of contact
to a past they may be able to relate to. A contrast could be drawn between the warehouses
of businessmen like Creagh and the high style furniture warehouses of major cities such as
Boston.
Within this exhibit, Creagh’s stand could be interpreted a number of ways. A label
that effectively places this object within the context of the exhibition might read:
This stand was sold by John G. Creagh of Springfield, Massachusetts, as evidenced by
his label in the bottom drawer. Creagh advertised fashionable and affordable
furniture, which is reflected in the construction and decoration of this piece. The
fronts of the drawers are decorated with mahogany veneer, a cost-effective method
of applying exotic decorative woods. The structure of the stand is comprised of four
different varieties of wood, stained to match. This stand was intended to give off a
sense of refinement to the customer and viewer, concealing cost-saving adaptations.
With fashionable items available at a lower cost, the consumer could buy more
pieces, ideally all from the same warehouse. Ultimately, Creagh was unable to

generate much profit using this approach, closing his doors in 1842 after only two

years in business on his own.
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S ————
DESTRUCTIVE FILL, t

About 4 o'elock, on the momng of the
Ihy o fire commenced in Capt, Henry Ser-
geant’s Lnilling, {opposite tha Springfield
Hotel)) oeevpied by hinself, Mr, E. an-
nuin and Mew 8. B, Hodgetr, Me.8. Binith,
who maneged the wateh depacinaot in Me
Burgeant’d Shop, ond sleptin ewe of the
chawbers, wos awakened by the sinole—
| threw én his elonk only, and gave he alarm,
He wna unoble to return to Lis clamber 1o |
anve any of his property, whieh mnount-
el 1o five or six  hondred  dollarg.-—
Wihen Engive No.1 commenced sperntion,
the building woas very much on fre inside,
utul it was bresking outat the lont win-
duwn wf Dlonoue®s Jwre. s dry gy,
calienated ot GO, were oll duestroped, Capi
Hargeant remaved so much of I fewslry, |
looliing ginsses, &e. &c, thot it is belicvedd
i 8 fusurance will enver lis loss. Wr. Toilg-
 etty who oceupied two ehambers i n bar- |
nera ond tranl &l loet hig all, inn!u:ting:l
books and popers, nsounting o about 1200, |
| The bulding wos fnsared for $1000. I

LBafore Me. Burgeant’s building ultin m- |
ing, 1tha briek building next, owned by Mrs, |
Rowlund, and ocoupied by Muj. C.H, Mann, |
watelimaker, Mv. Horvew Lee, Clalninaker,
aml Mr, John G, Greagh, Cabinet. moker,
wag ko mueh on fre ns to defeat ol offors
io enva it The ccllor contaferel greuie ul
Mr. Edwords', whicl were afl sovad, with-
aut maving.  Mr, Mano saved ull 1l goade,
Mr. Lee and Mr. Creagh swved o lirge por-
| tion of their Turnitare; but Mr.Lea eati-
i teutes bis losa at §H00, and My, Ceagh bLis
luga ot BGOD, principally in stock td tools. |

Mre. Rowlund hod no jnsurcnee on kee
| buililing, aml the loss filla han apon the |
widow, 8 the reits were her aupport, It
mny Lo vebuiit for about 1000, |

Muj. Edwords' fieo-prool stoe on the |
south, nnd Mr. Brewar's and Ropnolds &
Morris®s fire-prool” building on iz nonl,
stond the fire without injury.

The fire is sunposed to Luve originoted in
the lower part of the building, bak of the
front etnirg, bug. from what eatse it is un- |
known. |

Whila the firemmen and mapy of our oigi-
zans were boring fuitbfully forhours, 1o
muster the flomes, guite oo nany lazy
fellowa wera ealmiy looking ony o suffing
their shina with Me, Edwreds” erieliers ol
wine, which he kindly offered for refvesli- |
ment to those who bettar deserved fr. |

1t js many years since eo deswvucrive o
fire his ocenrred in this fown ; oud we aryst
thnt this erlamity will hove one god effeor |
—ta inalie v batter prepared to nunage o
five hereafier, ]
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Better times since the Fire.
HERE WE COME AGAIN!
AT THE OLD STAND RE-
BUILT!

KNOWN AB TUHE

Springfield Furnituxe

WARE-HOUSE,

with the largest and best assort-
ment of

FURNITURE AND CHAIRS,

aver offered in this |llm.a--loget|1e1 with u
gplendid asgortment of

LOOKING G LASSES,
OF ALL SIZES,

Among his Furniture may be found ull
the lollowing artieles, viz.

Sofus, Sidebourds and Lockers of every tle-
seription §
Secretaries ail  Book Cuses, Dlessll1g,=

French and pluig Burenus;

Dmlng. Centre, ’l‘eu, Pier, Carld andd Work

Tubles;

I"eatlmre, Cullad Huir, Moss and” Steaw

Mnttresses
Dressing anes, Portable Desks,. Wash

Stands of every deseription ;

Tu%ell]EI with every other article in hisline.

uving the hest of workmen in his em-
play, he feels warranted in suymf tiut his
work shall be made in elegunt style, nid of
the best of mntepials,

Persons wml“"f to” purchase first rate
work, will do well to_give him a-eall nnd
sve for themselves bofore purchusing else-
where, a8 nll the above, together: with a
great varivty of urticles will be sold cheap

for cash, ..

Muhoguny,’ Glue und Varnish cousmmly
for sule.’
- Most kinds of Lumhet taken in paynent
for warlk. i

Dan't forget the pla8e—Directly oppoaue'
the Sprmgﬁu]d Hotel, Muin street.

. JOHN G. CREAGH,

Splingﬁul:l l"al:. 1839 58

10
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NUTICE,
FPNHE Copartuership heretoiore existing be-
tween CREAGH & HUNTER, is this day’
dtssolved bK mutual counsent,  All persons in-
debted to the late firm of Creagh & Hunter, are
requested to make immediate payment to John
G. Creagh, who is duly authorised to settle the.

accounts of said firim, :
JOHN G. CREAGH,
CALVIN HUNTER, -
Springfield, April 18, 4

N.B. Tho business will foi the future. b
continued at the old stand, opposite Springfield

"Hotel, by . JOHN G. CREAGH.
Springfield, Muy 2, 1840, 2 18
REMOVAL

JOHIN G, CREAGH
AS reamoved his FURNITURE AND
X FEATUHER WARE-HOUSE to
NO'S. 5 & 6
FOUNTAIN ROW,

' Where may bo found the largest and most fush-

| lonuble assortment of

FPURNITURE, CIHAIRS, AND
LOOKING-GLASSIIS,

Togother with a pl‘fmu lot of ;
Live Gtcese Feathers,

That ean be found o this Town or County, all of
which will be sold at a loss prico for Cash than
at nni:)ollwr storo in town, consldering the quali.
ty. Don’'t lorget tho place, in the New Build-

in
& OPPOSITE THE FOUNTAIN.

Sopt. 19, . 38

11
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Wanted Immediately,

B"j{ ilie sibscriber, & fow thousand or even,

a faw hundred dollars in" the Ready
Cash, in Bills of good Banks, nreven Gold or
silver will not-be ohjected to,in exelinnge for
Furnituie, Chairs, Lovking-Gllasses, and.

Feathers.

ot very reduced prices cowmidering the ex- -

change, T - . )
The subscriber - after retuming: his very:

gratelul acknowledgements fo: the very lib- -

eral patronage heretofore exteaded -to him, at
the stine thiwe he would assurs all in want of

any urileles in his line that as lis facilities for:

manuficturing and othérwlse obtaining orti-

cles of Fuiniture are such, tint he will be:
able to sell botter urticles at a less price than. -

they can procurve them at any" other similar
estahlishment in this town or county, As i

s well known that I kéep ihe lorgest und best

sesortiment of any in my line- of business in
this place, I need only say thai if you will rall
with ihe Cash in your pocke, at the Ware,
House of the subscriber, :

NO'S, 5 &8,
FOUNTAIN ROW,

Opposite the Hampden House,
Where you will find a larger assortment than

wie ever before seen in thig Town or Coun-.

’a, 5 and 6, is where you can get your mon-
y's worth, - JOHN G CREAGH.

I, 8. -Mahogany, Glue, and Varnish, con-
stantly on hand amn for enle asusual. "Terms

?I'. Dou't forget the place, inthe New Bluek
]

Cush, and prices to ' correspord, for sale a8

uliove,
Qutober 24 o 43f

|

12
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'HARD TIMES. . -
OW s the'timo o save cost. ' All porbons-
N whose Notes nnd Accounts hre'dus-this sub-
scriber, ate roquested to cdll an’ settlé thé same:
fo:‘thwtth in ordar fo * snve az‘lhg the Lawyelé"*

cand Constnbles ‘fées; ' No'misl
¢ T JOHN’G' \‘CREAGH
Springfield, Jan. 16; 1841, ' 0 ‘66‘ |

nnmm.vm:mw s 2 e e .

GI’IBA?ER THAI\T ﬂVﬂR.
UST received, a splendid & tgmcnt of So-
fas, Card and Work 'I‘nble’s whiel together
with hig usual ia: o nssortment of all kinds of fur-
niture, Chairs an Looldn Iasaes, makes the
best selection ever balore’ oﬂ‘cj ved’in this town.
Also, best quality Live Geese Feathers, all of
which will be sold cheaper for Cush than can be
bought at any other place in town,
Remembet the place, No's. .6 and 6, IFFountain
Row, at JOHN G. CREAGH’S.
P B, Reary made Coffins on hand us usual,
Spunbﬁcid Mbarch 6, 1841, 1162

TO RENT., AN'D POSSES-
SION GIVEN IMMEDI-
ATELY.—A first rate etore on
IFountain Row. .This store is one of

~ the br.st stands for any kind of business in town.

lnquiire at this office, or of
Ja‘u 16 (7 JOHN G. CREAGH.

.




