
Maker Mondays  

Created by Historic Deerfield Museum Education Staff Members, Claire Carlson and Faith Deering.  

Welcome to Week Four of Maker Mondays from Historic Deerfield. Check your social 

media feed or look for an email from us every Monday for a fun activity that you can 

do at home, inspired by history and using common household items.  

Inspired by Spring Flowers  

This weekõs Maker Monday is inspired by spring flowers. 

We hope you have been enjoying our Maker Mondays projects. This Monday we 

want to share some objects from our collection that are decorated with images of 

beautiful flowers and offer you a fun project idea to try at home.  

Where can you find flowers at Historic Deerfield? The answer is: everywhere. Flowers 

decorate tea cups, dresses, samplers, and furniture. Historic Deerfieldõs collection of 

American decorative arts objects is filled with items decorated with flowers or floral 

imagery.  

Skilled volunteers copied this set of bed hangings for the Ashley House from the originals, made by 

Mary Ballentine Ashley between 1765 and 1770 in Westfield, Massachusetts.  



 

HD 2008.3 

This shaped valance is part of a set attributed to Mary Ballantine of Westfield, Massachusetts, who 

probably made it on the occasion of her 1766 wedding to General John Ashley (1736-1799) of Shef-

field, Massachusetts. The skills Mary learned as a young girl while making samplers and pictorial 

needlework prepared her for such an ambitious undertaking as an adult, which included drawing 

the design on linen, and embroidering a meandering floral and vine pattern using a variety of stitch-

es. 

You can read more about the floral designs used on textiles that were made into clothing in the blog 

by Ned Lazaro, Curator of Textiles: https://www.historic -deerfield.org/blog/2020/1/24/wearable -

gardens-nature-embellishes-the-human-figure  

 

Flowers also adorn and decorate ceramics used in the home like tea wares and sets of 

dinnerware.  
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This is an English teapot made sometime between 1747 and 1752. This example was 

https://www.historic-deerfield.org/blog/2020/1/24/wearable-gardens-nature-embellishes-the-human-figure
https://www.historic-deerfield.org/blog/2020/1/24/wearable-gardens-nature-embellishes-the-human-figure


made in the Bow Porcelain Works, copying a Chinese Imari original (a style originat-

ing in Japan and copied by the Chinese) with its painted Imari decoration of rocks and 

flowers in blue, red, and gilding on both the body and lid.  
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This beautiful punchbowl was made in England or Ireland sometime between 1756 

and 1759. It is tin-glazed earthenware with floral decoration in blue, yellow, red, and 

green. 

The village of Old Deerfield is also bursting with blooms in late April and early May. Here are 

a few images from a recent walk down Old Main Street.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Magnolia tree in full bloom on the south lawn of the Asa and Emilia Stebbins House.  


