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60. SETTLE BED

Probably Connecticut Valley, Massachusetts,
1750—1790
Yellow and white pine; maple
H. 36" Seat H. 16%2" w. 71%2" D. (closed) 21%%"

N-I30

DESCRIPTION: Wide settle with arms. Back and sides of
framed mortise-and-tenon construction. Rear stiles rectan-
gular in cross section with planed grooves at edges. Upper
back panel, framed on three sides, has two horizontal rec-
tangular fielded panels and a bold ogee molding across
the top. Framed side panels, each with a single rectangular
fielded panel. Front stiles, which support sloping arms, are
extensions of the frame for the side panels; grooves in stiles
for side panels extend up to arms. Lower back panel consists
of two plain boards, with ends chamfered, nailed to rear
stiles. Rear horizontal frame members rabbeted into rear
stiles. Seat and front are nailed board construction and can
be opened to the front as a unit, creating a large open box,
i.e., the bed; lower front is hinged to the bottom board by
two crude strap iron hinges. Stop molding for seat nailed to
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back. Seat is two boards; front of settle is one board. Bottom
consists of two boards, nailed construction. Sides reinforced
at bottom with nailed strips. Maple arms. Remnants of sev-
eral paint colors: red, black, etc.

PROVENANCE: Ward, Shumway, Nadeau. Used in Gen.
Artemas Ward’s general store, west of the meeting house in
Shrewsbury, Mass.

COMMENTS: Its construction suggests that the settle was
made by a carpenter-joiner rather than a cabinetmaker.
Settle beds are rare. A few examples have been found in the
Hudson Valley and the province of Quebec. In Quebec, they

are called banc-/is.

REFERENCES: Kettell, Pine Furniture of Early New
England, no. 69, for a settle bed with five back panels and
freestanding arms. Nutting, Furniture Treasury, nos. 1623—24,
shows a settle bed open and closed, but its back consists of
eleven vertical panels. Pain, The Heritage of Country
Furniture, figs. 400~406, for settle beds from Upper Canada.
See Maine Antigues Digest, Oct. 1985 for a banc-/if from the
estate of Emily LeBaron, North Hatley, Quebec; and adver-
tisement of R. L. Stewart & Co., Maine Antigues Digest, Feb.
1987, for a settle bed attributed to the Hudson Valley.
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heel. Winterthur owns a single-step federal period “bed
stool” with the same ogee-arch end panels and a single
drawer.

Job Danforth, Sr., Providence cabinetmaker, debited cus-
tomers in years 1794 and 1804 for a “Standing Stool,” a form
that clearly differed from the “crickets” or footstools that he
also sold. We don't know what a standing stool looked like,
but perhaps it permitted the user to reach a higher shelf or
to climb into bed.

REFERENCES: Nutting, Furniture Treasury, nos. 1560A-
1563, for examples of bed steps. Job Danforth Sr., Account
book, Providence, R.1.

65. BENCH

Connecticut, *r710-1730
Oak
H. 237" L. of top 45%2" w. of top 18%" D. of top 4"
Max. width (legs) 22%"
N-538

pEsCrRIPTION: Crude bench with a rectangular top and
four splay legs. Top is solid oak rough hewn underneath.
Legs, also rough hewn, are octagonal in section and pene-

trate top. Unpainted.

PROVENANCE: Perkins, MacGregor, Shumway, Nadeau

cOoMMENTS: According to family tradition the bench was

used for slaughtering hogs at a house in Coventry, Conn.
Marks on the top reinforce the idea that it was used for cut-
ting or chopping. On January 11, 1811, Titus Preston, cabi-
netmaker and jack of many trades in Wallingford, Conn.,
sold to Samuel Sperry “2 Choping knife handles” for six
pence and “a bench to cut meat on” for one shilling four

pence.

REFERENCES: Kettell, The Pine Furniture of Early New
England, no. s1. Titus Preston, Ledger, Wallingford, Conn.
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