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122. DECANTER

Bohemia, 1790-1820
Nonlead glass
H. 9%" Diam. 3%"
N-180

DEscrIPTION: Colorless blown glass. Tall conical body
with flat bottom; cut flutes around neck and base; midway, a
row of small cut ovals; hexagonal rim. Circular stopper with
cut decoration. Copper wheel engraving on body: Masonic
symbols including triangle, dividers, square, plumb, level,
trowel, hammer, sun, and moon; all enclosed in an oval
flanked by two branches of foliage tied in a bowknot at the
top.

PROVENANCE: Gen. Artemas Ward, Shumway, Nadeau

coMMENTS: According to glass historian Arlene Palmer,
decanters of this type were manufactured in Bohemia and,
following the Revolution, shipped in great quantity to the
United States. Since many were shipped from the port of
Hamburg, they are often referred to in contemporary
records as German. A trade catalogue of Bohemian glass,
now at Winterthur, shows decanters of exactly this type with
nearly identical engraving. “Sugar loaf” decanters were so
called because of their resemblance to the form in which
sugar was molded. The D.A.R. Museum in Washington has
an identical decanter.

REFERENCES: Palmer, Glass in Early America, no. 88, and
The Decorative Arts in America at 1776, no. 36, for nearly iden-
tical example.

123. DECANTER

Probably Keene, New Hampshire, 1815—1817
Lead glass
H. g%4"
N-254

pescripTION: Colorless blown three-mold. Circular bul-
bous body with a tall tapered neck and a wide lip; slightly
concave bottom; pontil mark. Sunburst and waffle pattern
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129. WINE GLASS 130. WINE GLASS

Bohemia, 1780-1820 Continental Europe, 18001815
Nonlead glass Nonlead glass
H. 5%" H. 4"
N-1080 N-172.6
pEscripTION: Colorless blown glass. Conical bowl and pEscrIPTION: Colorless blown glass. Conical body incor-
tapered stem with tear bubble. Conical foot with folded porating both bowl and stem. Circular foot; pontil mark.

dge; til mark.
egs; pontih mar PROVENANCE: Perkins, Ward, Shumway, Nadeau

PROVENANCE: Perkins, Ward, Shumway, Nadeau
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136. FIRING GLASS
England or Ireland, 1730-1780

Lead glass
H. 4%" Diam. of foot 3%16"
N-250

pEscrIPTION: Colorless blown glass. Inverted trumpet-
shaped body with flared rim. Very heavy, circular, slightly
concave foot; pontil mark. Crude engraved decoration
around upper part of body: from top down, rinceau, dotted
arches, drops, zig-zag.

cOMMENTS: Drinking glasses with heavy bases like this
were used in groups to pound on the table during toasts. The
resulting sound suggested the firing of a gun; hence the
name. Because they were frequently used in Masonic lodges,
they have also been called Masons’ glasses or Freemasons’
glasses.

REFERENCE: Palmer, Glass in Early America, no. 12, for

form.

TUMBLER

Bohemia, 1780-1810

137.

Nonlead glass
H. %" Diam. 4%"
N-434

DESCRIPTION: Colorless blown glass. Circular body with
straight sides, wide top tapers to narrow flat bottom; ground
pontil mark. Wheel-engraved with vase of flowers on one
side, simple floral device on the other; curlecue engraving

extends out from vase of flowers.

PROVENANCE: Descended to Achsah Ward Shumway
from Rittenhouse estate; Shumway, Nadeau

COMMENTS: For many years collectors have called this
form a flip glass, but this is a misnomer. As Palmer shows in
the reference cited, merchants’ inventories, advertisements,
factory ledgers, and household inventories use the term
tumbler for these large size wide-mouthed straight-sided
glasses.

REFERENCE: Palmer, Glass in Early America, no. 42, for a

tumbler with similar engraving.
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140. WATER TUMBLERS (1of4)

United States, probably Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania,
1860-1880
Lead glass
H. 3%4" (average)

N-443.1-.4

pEscripTION: Colorless glass. Circular rim with tapering
sides and octagonal base. Pressed design of arched panels
above, ellipses in the middle (“thumbprint”), and arched
panels on the bottom. Bubbles in glass.

PROVENANCE: Ward, Shumway, Nadeau

coMMENTSs: The so-called “thumbprint” design of im-
pressed ovals has been associated with the Argus pattern
made by McKee and Brothers, Pittsburgh, but also with the
Bakewell factory in the same city.

REFERENCES: Welker and Welker, Pressed Glass in America:
Encyclopedia of the First Hundred Years, 1825—1925, pp. 312—13.
MKee Victorian Glass, pp. 22, 49.
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141. WHISKEY TASTERS
(GILL GLASSES) (2)
United States, possibly New England, 1840-1870
Lead glass
H. (A) 1%" (B) 298"

N-443.8, .9

DESCRIPTION: Colorless glass. Circular tapered form with
slightly concave bottom. (a) pressed panels on sides making
lower part of glass octagonal in plan; random air bubbles. ()
pressed panels on sides making lower part of glass nine-
sided.

PROVENANCE: Ward, Shumway, Nadeau

REFERENCES: McKee Victorian Glass, p. 49, for reproduc-
tion of plate from 1864 catalogue showing half-pint tumbler
of similar design. For (a), see Spillman, American and
European Pressed Glass in the Corning Museum of Glass, no.
607, which is attributed by the author to New England,
1840—60.
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